
Agenda Item 19 
 
 

 
 

Decisions of the Cabinet Member for Highways and 
Environment 

(Councillor D Hosell) 
 
 

27th March 2018 at 5pm 
at the Sandwell Council House, Oldbury 

 
 
1/18 Previous Decisions 
 

The formal record of the decisions taken by the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment on 26th October 2017 was confirmed. 
 
 
Business Matters 

 
2/18 Objections arising from the advertising of a proposed one-way 

scheme for Clifton Lane, West Bromwich. 
 
 It was reported that the proposed one-way scheme for Clifton Lane 

West Bromwich had been advertised between the 11th January and 
1st February 2018. 

 
 The proposed direction of travel was a northerly direction from 

Charlemont Road towards Jervoise Lane. 
 
 The principal benefits associated with the proposed one-way system 

were in assisting the Council’s ambition in mitigating road traffic 
collisions where people choose to bring up their families. 

 
 An initial request had been made by residents of Clifton Lane to 

introduce a one-way scheme to alleviate problems with two-way 
vehicle conflicts.  This occurred when vehicles were parked on both 
sides of the carriageways which reduced the width of the carriageway 
significantly. 

 
 A consultation with residents concluded that the majority of residents 

had not been in favour of a one-way scheme therefore the residents 
were advised of the results and no further action was taken. 
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 Subsequently a 16-signature petition had been received requesting 
the council to reconsider a one-way scheme for Clifton Lane, 
therefore the scheme proposal had been advertised. 

 
 An objection had been received from a resident of Charlemont Road 

who had vehicular access to the rear of their property in Clifton Lane. 
 
 The objector had raised concerns about vehicles parking opposite the 

access road on Clifton Lane which made it difficult for vehicles to turn 
left onto Clifton Lane when exiting the access road. 

 
 The estimated cost to bring the proposals into effect was £20,000 and 

if approved would be funded through the West Midlands Local 
Transport Plan Capital Allocations for 2018/19. 

 
 The report sought approval for the recommended course of action.  

The alternative option would be to abandon the proposal.  
 

An equality impact assessment was not required as the proposal 
concerned legal procedures which were non-discriminatory in nature. 

 
Decision:- 
 
(1) that no action be taken in relation to the objection and the 

scheme be implemented as originally advertised; 
 

(2) that the Executive Director – Neighbourhoods be 
authorised to complete the necessary statutory procedures 
to bring the Traffic Regulation Order into effect; 

 
(3) that the Director – Monitoring Officer be authorised to seal 

the permanent order to bring the Traffic Regulation Order 
referred into effect; 

 
(4) that the Executive Director – Neighbourhoods informs the 

objector of the decision of the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment. 
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3/18 Objections arising from the advertising of the proposed Zebra 
crossing on Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 

 
It was reported that on 13th December 2017 the Executive Director – 
Neighbourhoods gave approval, under delegated powers, to the 
advertising of a Section 23 notice in relation to the proposed zebra 
crossing on Crankhall Lane.  Letters had been distributed to all 
residents and businesses in the vicinity of the proposed zebra 
crossing. 

 
 At the end of the statutory advertisement period three objections had 

been received to the proposal.  Objectors stated that they felt that the 
location of the proposed zebra crossing would affect the ability to 
park near their properties. 

 
 Objectors were present at the meeting and claimed that they had 

concerns about the zebra crossing being close to their property and 
the impact it would have on their ability to park on their driveway. 

 
 The Highways Manager outlined the plans for parking bays which 

were being sited outside the objector’s property and stated that if they 
experienced parked cars obstructing their driveway a parking 
restriction bar would be painted. 

  
 The principal benefits associated with the proposed zebra crossing 

were contributing to meeting the Council’s ambition of mitigating road 
traffic collisions and improving equality having a positive effect on 
Sandwell as a good place for local communities and visitors. 

 
 A petition of 166 signatures had been received requesting a safe 

pedestrian crossing be considered to aid parents and children to 
cross Crankhall lane in the vicinity of the junction with Gloucester 
Road. 

 
 Following extensive detailed appraisals, the location was the only 

viable identified site to install a crossing whilst avoiding drop curbs, 
driveways and satisfying design standards. 

  
It was felt that the safety benefit of constructing a zebra crossing at 
this location far outweighed the objectors. 
 
The report sought approval for the recommended course of action. 
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 An equality impact assessment was not required as the proposals 
concerned legal procedures which were non-discriminatory in nature. 

 
  Decision:- 
 

(1) that no action be taken in relation to the objections and the 
scheme be implemented as originally advertised; 

 
(2) that the Director – Monitoring Officer be authorised to seal 

the permanent order to bring the Traffic Regulation Order 
referred into effect; 

 
(3) that the Executive Director - Neighbourhoods be authorised 

to complete the necessary statutory procedures to bring the 
Traffic Regulation Order into effect; 

 
(4) that the Executive Director – Neighbourhoods informs the 

objectors of the decision of the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment. 

 
 
4/18 Objections arising from the advertising of the Borough Council 

of Sandwell (Newton Ward) (20mph zone) Order 2018 
 
 It was reported that on 12th December 2017 the Executive Director- 

Neighbourhoods gave approval under delegated powers to the 
advertising of traffic regulation order to introduce a 20mph zone in the 
Newton Ward, West Bromwich. 

 
Following a review of the recorded accident data a proposal for a 
20mph zone had been designed to mitigate road traffic collisions and 
casualties and a traffic order had been advertised in accordance with 
statutory procedures. 

 
Fourteen objections had been received for the proposed 20mph 
speed zone.  The Objectors stated that they felt a 20mph zone was 
unnecessary and a 30mph speed limit would be more appropriate.  
They also felt that a 20mph speed limit would have a detrimental 
effect on vehicle pollution. 
 
Objectors to the proposals were present at the meeting and felt there 
was no requirement to include Hamstead Road in the proposed 
20mph zone.   
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One objector stated in correspondence that they objected to the 
inclusion of Hamstead Road but supported the rest of the scheme. 
 
The basis of a ward-wide 20mph zone was that enforcement would 
be made easier for the Police. 
 
West Midlands Police road harm reduction team had committed to 
enforcing the new 20mph zones in Sandwell Metropolitan Borough, 
should the works be implemented and the legal order be sealed. 
 
It was felt that the safety benefit of introducing these 20mph zones far 
outweighed the objectors concerns and hence it was suggested that 
the Cabinet Member approved the recommendations.  
 
The Cabinet Member agreed to the proposed 20mph zone to be 
limited to the area around the school on Hamstead Road.  A review 
would be undertaken in 12 months and if necessary the 20mph zone 
could be extended.   
 
An equality impact assessment was not required as the proposals 
concerned legal procedures which were non-discriminatory in nature. 
 

  Decision:- 
 

(1) that the scheme be implemented with the exception of 
Hamstead Road which would be 20mph zone only outside 
of the school; 
 

(2) that Hamstead Road be monitored and a review 
undertaken in 12 months; 

 
(3) that the Executive Director – Neighbourhoods informs the 

objectors of the decision of the Cabinet Member for 
Highways and Environment. 

 
(4) that the Executive Director - Neighbourhoods be authorised 

to complete the necessary statutory procedures to bring the 
Traffic Regulation Order into effect; 

 
(5) that the Director – Monitoring Officer be authorised to seal 

the permanent order to bring the Traffic Regulation Order 
referred into effect; 
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(Meeting ended at 5.50 pm) 
 

 
Contact Officer: Shane Parkes 

Democratic Services Unit 
0121 569 3190 
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