
 

Amendment - Conservative Group 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.3 – Edinburgh Economy Strategy 

 

Committee: 

Committee commends the considerable amount of work put in by officers to produce the 

Edinburgh Economy Strategy as set out in appendix 1. 

Recognises the delivery of affordable and social housing and related infrastructure is key to 

maximising Edinburgh’s sustainable growth potential. 

Further recognises the delivery of business growth in all sectors is vital to maintaining 

sustainable communities and tackling poverty and income inequality. 

The committee instructs: 

1) A further review within two cycles to produce a more specific set of goals with clear 

reference to the powers and resources available to the council. 

2) Specific sections to look at City Centre transformation, the Waterfront, West Edinburgh 

and South East Edinburgh and provide greater clarity and measurability for development 

in these areas, and to specify the council’s role in delivery. 

3) A specific section to examine infrastructure provision and funding. 

4) Further analysis of the future of sectors identified in the Council’s Edinburgh by Numbers           

document, and produce specific recommendations for Council actions. 

5) Proposals for quarterly reporting of indicators monitoring the economic performance of 

the city in relation to all key factors, including measurements of the housing market, retail 

activity, business start-ups and failures, and foreign inward investment. 

Moved by Councillor McLellan 

Seconded by Councillor  

 



 

Amendment – Green Group 
 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.3 – Edinburgh Economy Strategy 
 

1.1 It is recommended that the Committee: 

1.1.1 Approves the final draft of the Edinburgh Economy Strategy as set out in appendix 1, 

subject to the amendments listed below, and subject to endorsement by the Edinburgh 

Partnership: 

1.1.1.1 Frames the economic strategy of the council as an enabling strategy, 

acknowledging that the council does not drive or seek to create economic 

growth, and that the council’s influence is in its ability to provide the 

conditions for a socially and environmentally sustainable and inclusive local 

economy 

1.1.1.2 Sets the economic strategy in the context of climate change, and sets out 

all strategic goals in the context of environmental sustainability 

1.1.1.3 Therefore focuses the economic strategy on A) creating a socially and 

environmentally sustainable economy, B) removing inequality within that 

economy, C) only enabling ‘good growth’ and not supporting any other 

economic growth, and D) collaboration and partnership working 

1.1.1.4 Replaces mentions of the council generating and driving growth in the 

economy, and instead places a focus on the council driving down inequality 

and closing the economic divide, in a context where the Council 

acknowledges the need to conserve resources, reduce waste and pollution 

and to live within the planet’s means 

1.1.1.5 Specifically include additional activities in the ten step plan which will 

 Remove the gender pay gap 

 Embed the findings and recommendations of the Fair Work Convention 

 Transform services supporting lone parents 

 Identify and implement new ways to help families who have more than 

one generation out of work 
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 Action plans to widen out socially inclusive economic activity so that it is 

not solely the responsibility of the third sector and truly embedding it in 

the private sector 

 Provide radical new solutions to support workers who have child care 

and personal caring responsibilities including employer and educational 

institutional solutions 

 Increase access for young people to a wider horizon of opportunities 

 Increase and guarantee support for proven employability services that, 

in particular, provide ongoing support for those newly in the workforce to 

retain secure employment, and training for organisations to understand 

rights at work 

 Build stronger links between the inequalities identified and described in 

this report with the design of the Citizen’s Basic Income pilot 

 Identify and commit to the investments needed to achieve a carbon 

neutral economy by 2050 and ensure the economy strategy is delivering 

on the City Vision goals for carbon neutrality during the five years of this 

plan 

 Ensure a carbon-aware approach is taken to all economic growth, in 

order to avoid investments that promote growth but require fossil fuels 

and thus lock in carbon dependency 

 Apply a Just Transition approach to securing social benefits through 

matching skills and apprenticeships with planned investments and 

programmes which create opportunities for marginalised groups 

1.1.1.6 Updates the monitoring framework as follows: 

 Distinguish between metrics to be tracked to monitor economic 

performance overall, and metrics that measure the success of the 

Council’s specific actions 

 Create a dashboard analysing the metrics and allowing members to 

identify at a glance if changes are required to the economic strategy and 

action plans 

 Monitor net new jobs, rather than gross new jobs 

 Monitor gaps rather than growth, for example pay gap rather than pay 

growth 
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 Monitor ‘in retirement’ paid and unpaid work, examine the extent of 

pension poverty, and the pressure on retired people to provide unpaid 

child care and unpaid care for family members 

 Monitor job security via the number of jobs lost and why, and the 

number of workers in insecure employment 

 Monitor the change in amount of flexible work available in the market 

1.1.1.7 Approves proposals for quarterly reporting of indicators monitoring the 

economic performance of the city, and the progress and performance of the 

Edinburgh Economy Strategy 

Moved by Councillor Claire Miller 

Seconded by Councillor Susan Rae 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Addendum - Liberal Democrat Group 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.3 – Edinburgh Economy Strategy 

 

Add to recommendations: 

1.1.3 Agrees that the annual reports, as described in appendix 1 of the strategy, should be 

tabled to the Economy & Housing Committee for detailed scrutiny before referral to full 

Council. 

1.1.4 Agrees that the strategy must be flexible enough to respond to changes in the external 

economic backdrop and should therefore be open to amendment by the committee over 

the next five years should circumstances require it. 

Moved by Cllr Kevin Lang 

Seconded by  

 



 

Addendum - Liberal Democrat Group 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.4 – Granton Waterfront Regeneration Strategy 
 

At end of 1.1.1, add; 

“subject to simpler and clearer messaging being developed as the strategy is delivered.” 

Moved by Cllr Kevin Lang 

Seconded by  

 



 

Amendment - Liberal Democrat Group 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.9 – Marketing Edinburgh Service Level Agreement 2018-21 

 

Committee notes the last performance report submitted by Marketing Edinburgh was 25 April 

2017 and is therefore almost one year out of date. 

Committee recognises that, as a matter of good governance, decisions to approve a new three 

year SLA and the significant funding as proposed in recommendation 1.1.5 should only be taken 

on be basis of a report which evaluates the performance of Marketing Edinburgh (ME) and 

which allows the committee to make an informed decision. 

Committee therefore; 

1. notes the progress made in developing a new SLA for ME for the period 1 April 2018 – 

31 March 2021; 

2. agrees to defer consideration of a new three year SLA to the next meeting of the 

committee; 

3. approves three months funding for ME of £222,708 and agrees to defer consideration of 

the remaining 2018/19 funding to the next meeting of the committee; 

4. requests a report for the next meeting of the committee, which evaluates the 

performance of ME and allows for greater scrutiny before a decision is taken; 

5. notes the power of the Convener under standing order 4.2 to call a special meeting of the 

committee if this is deemed necessary; 

6. notes that a further progress report will be presented to the Housing and Economy 

Committee in October 2018. 

 

Moved by Cllr Kevin Lang 

Seconded by  
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Addendum – Green Group 
 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item 7.12 – Making Housing in Scotland Affordable – Conference 

Attendance 
 

Insert after 1.1: 

1.2 The Housing and Economy Committee is asked to approve the attendance of Councillor 

Rae at the Making Housing in Scotland Affordable Conference on 1 May 2018. 

Moved by Susan Rae 

Seconded by Claire Miller 

 



 

 

Amendment - Coalition 

 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 

22 March 2018 

Item No. 9.1 – Motion by Councillor Jim Campbell – Innovations in 

Housing Supply 

Delete the motion by Councillor Jim Campbell in its entirety and replace with the following: 

“Committee recognises the track record of innovation in delivering affordable housing by the 

Council, its housing association partners and housebuilders over the last ten years including: 

a) Establishing National Housing Trust Partnerships with Scottish Futures Trust, housing 

associations and private developers delivering almost 900 homes in eight developments; 

b) Setting up city wide LLP to deliver mid-rent and low-cost market rent following 

consultation with housebuilders and private developers; 

c) Partnerships with private housing developers like Urban Union and Keepmoat to deliver 

large scale regeneration including homes for sale and rent, in Pennywell and North 

Sighthill; 

d) Long term strategic partnership between the Council, housing associations and private 

developers, enabling the development of private sector sites delivering both affordable 

and private homes. 

e) The contribution of housing associations innovative approaches to raising long-term bond 

funding, including from pension fund and other institutional investors.  

f) The introduction of Scotland’s first Affordable Housing Policy (AHP) and the delivery of 

2,600 affordable homes in the last ten years using this approach.  

Committee recognises the Council’s commitment to delivering 20,000 affordable homes over 

the next ten years. Committee recognises the considerable expansion of the Council led 

housebuilding programme with over 8,000 Council and housing association homes in the 

pipeline over the next five years. 

Council calls for an update report advising committee of how innovative approaches between 

the Council, housing associations and housebuilders could be taken forward to support the 

delivery of 20,000 affordable homes over the next ten years including: 

a) Explore what conditions would allow 100% affordable housing in a development; 

b) Options for funding infrastructure including Growth accelerator model and the separation 

of infrastructure and housing costs; 

c) Potential for Build to Rent models to deliver more affordable homes for households on 

low to middle incomes; 
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d) Options for the use of innovative construction methods, including lessons from where 

they have been adopted in Scotland and elsewhere in the UK. 

e) Improvements to the range of services provided to developers including those by 

statutory bodies. 

f) Consideration of the incentives offered and sanctions threatened to increase rate of 

development on permitted sites. 

g) Assess the potential increase in the supply through and the support required to support 

self build, community led builds and small scale developments.” 

 

Moved by Councillor Kate Campbell 

Seconded by Councillor Lezley Marion Cameron 
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