
 

 

Transport and Environment Committee 

12 January 2016 

Emergency motion by Green Group 

Roadside emissions testing and air pollution 
 

This committee: 
 

1) Notes with concern figures released on 11 January 2016 following a BBC Scotland 
investigation into air pollution which found that only 13 of the Scotland's 32 local 
authorities carry out roadside emissions testing; 
 

2) Notes that Edinburgh has powers under the Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed 
Penalty) (Scotland) Regulations of 2003 to carry out roadside emissions testing, but 
has not used these powers; 
 

3) Notes that Glasgow Council uses these powers and has tested 2,926 vehicles in 2014-15 
and that Dundee Council has applied to the Scottish Government £0.5m fund for to 
undertake roadside emissions testing but that Edinburgh has not applied for this fund; 
 

4) Notes that the last report on air quality in Edinburgh, published by the council in August 
2015, found that Edinburgh breached statutory air quality standards for annual mean 
concentration of NO2 at 20 locations across the city. 
 

5) Believes there is significant evidence linking poor air quality with ill health; 
 

6) Believes the council should take a consistent approach to tackling air pollution, including 
to the air pollution impacts of new planning or development proposals; 
 

7) Therefore agrees to receive an urgent report at the next meeting of the Transport and 
Environment Committee which: 
 

a. reviews action taken by the council to tackle air pollution to date; 
 

b. reviews why no funding applications have been made by the council to the Scottish 
Government to undertake roadside emissions testing under the Road Traffic (Vehicle 
Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (Scotland) Regulations of 2003 and sets out the costs and 
benefits of undertaking such testing; and 
 

c. sets out options for additional action to ensure the city complies with statutory air quality 
standards 

 

Moved by Chas Booth 

Seconded by Nigel Bagshaw 

 


