
 

Amendment by the Conservative Group 

Item No. 8.1 -  
Edinburgh Local Development Plan- Adoption 
Council notes Scottish Government Guidance that “Scottish Ministers expect the proposed plan 
to represent the planning authority’s settled view as to what the final adopted content of the plan 
to be”. 
 
The Local Development Plan in front of us today does not represent the settled view of the 
Planning authority; 
 
This plan has been in development since 2011, is only being presented for adoption 5 years 
later due to the inability of the Administration to take decisions and progress the Plan after the 
South East of Scotland Strategic Plan was modified by Ministers and required to increase the 
number of houses to be provided by 8,484 homes leading to additional releases of  greenbelt 
and greenfield land rather than reviewing how the houses could be delivered as proposed in the 
Conservative amendment to LDP2; 
 
Edinburgh is a City which benefits from the finest examples of sustainable urban planning in the 
world which delivers dense, high quality housing, close to amenities and public transport,  
allowing residents to make a choice between using private transport or public transport i.e. the 
New Town, Bruntsfield, Marchmont, Morningside and Leith. In order to safeguard our continued 
attractiveness as a city which is also the growth engine of Scotland we should adopt these 
principles in the Local Development Plan so that in meeting the demand and need for housing 
we build the Conservation areas of the future which will also protect the greenbelt and preserve 
Edinburgh’s reputation as a city with enviable and easy access to nature and green spaces. 
 
The proposed Local Development Plan has raised significant concerns with Scottish Ministers 
who are concerned that:  
“there is a shortfall in the housing supply of 7000 houses; 
 
“in failing to provide an appropriate supply of land for housing  ... opportunity is ... being missed; 
“concerns also remain that City of Edinburgh will delay decisions; 
 
“In the instance of the International Business Gateway, I do not believe it is appropriate to 
support a change in housing numbers to a scale six times that identified as the settled view of 
the Council, which departs from the National Planning Framework .. 
 
“It is unacceptable that uncertainty is  introduced by Council motions and late support for 
changes with are significantly different to the published proposed plan.  This effectively passes 
responsibility to others and falls short of providing a fair and transparent planning service to 
members of the public who have engaged in the process in good faith.” 
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Given these criticisms added to our concerns about the direction taken after the grant of 
additional housing when LDP2 was issued we reject the Plan.   
 
Council also notes that a decision has been taken not to begin preparation of the next Local 
Development Plan in this Council to allow the process to be undertaken from start to finish in a 
single Council and advises future Councils to ensure that the process is based on solid public 
engagement carried out swiftly to rebuild faith in the planning system in Edinburgh. 
 
 
 

Moved by Councillor Mowat 

Seconded by Councillor Heslop 
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