
 

Amendment by the Green Group 
 

 

City of Edinburgh Council  

27 June 2019 

Item 8.4 - Coalition Commitments Progress Update – June 
2019 

Delete recommendations and insert: 

Council: 

1) Notes the report at Appendix A on Coalition Commitments, and notes that many 

commitments are marked as ‘On Track’ where there are significant challenges to delivery, or 

marked as ‘Making Progress’ where there has been no or very little progress. 

2) Notes in particular that: 

a. Commitment 2, to increase the number of Living Wage employers year on year is 

marked as ‘Making Progress’, despite the fact this figure has fallen over the last year; 

b. Commitment 7, to improve access to employment and training opportunities for disabled 

people, is marked as ‘On Track’ despite the number of disabled people who have 

accessed council-funded employability services declining by nearly 10% over a year; 

c. Commitment 8, to explore the introduction of fair rent zones (Rent Pressure Zones), is 

marked as ‘Making Progress’, despite the fact that a rent pressure zone has not been 

introduced in the Capital and is unlikely to be possible during this administration due to 

legislative requirements for evidence; 

d. Commitment 9, to create a homelessness taskforce and explore alternatives to B&Bs, is 

marked as “On Track” however the number of people in either a shared house or B&B 

accommodation is the same as last year rather than showing a reducing trend for these 

types of accommodation, and there are still families in B&B which is unacceptable for 

their requirements; 

e. Commitment 10, on prioritising brownfield sites for affordable housing, is marked as 

‘making progress’, despite the only substantive achievement noted being the agreement 

of a new Housing Land Audit and Completions Programme; 

f. Commitment 11, on encouraging business and tourism, is marked as “Making Progress” 

but this council has failed to agree a tourism policy position in order to make constructive 

input into ETAG’s tourism strategy, despite providing funding to ETAG for this project; 

g. Commitment 12 on reviewing the council’s policy on promoting mixed communities is 

marked as ‘Making Progress’ despite at least 2 recent planning applications being 

recommended for grant at development management sub-committee that were in breach 

of council guidance requiring a mix of domestic and student accommodation for 

applications above a size threshold; 



h. Commitment 13 to improve planning enforcement is marked as ‘Making Progress’ 

despite only 51.5% of enforcement cases being resolved within timescales; 

i. Commitment 14, to work with the Scottish Government to give communities the right to 

appeal in the planning system is marked as ‘on track’ despite the Scottish Government 

voting down precisely such an amendment to the Planning (Scotland) Bill just a few days 

ago; 

j. Commitment 16, on roads, pavements, safer foot and cycle paths is marked as ‘On 

Track’, despite resident satisfaction with roads, pavements and footpaths declining over 

the year;  

k. Commitment 17, on improving cycling in the city is marked as ‘On Track’, despite over 

80% of active travel projects being delayed or having no completion date; 

l. Commitment 18, to improve Edinburgh’s air quality and reduce carbon emissions is 

marked as ‘On Track’ despite a recent Regulatory Committee decision to allow dirty 

Euro 5 taxis on our streets until 2023, and despite no data on CO2 emissions for the last 

2 years, and despite no revision to this commitment to reflect the recent decision to 

achieve net zero-carbon by 2030; 

m. Commitment 19, to keep the city moving by reducing congestion, is marked as ‘Making 

Progress’ despite Edinburgh recently being named the most congested city in the UK; 

n. Commitment 22 to deliver the tram extension to Newhaven by 2022 is marked as ‘On 

Track’ despite the expected completion date slipping to 2023; 

o. Commitment 23 to improve street cleanliness in every ward is marked as ‘Making 

Progress’ despite increased incidents of dumping and fly tipping; 

p. Commitment 24 to reduce the incidence of dog fouling is marked as ‘On Track’ despite a 

decline in resident satisfaction with this service in the Edinburgh People Survey; 

q. Commitment 26 to expand park and ride provision is marked as ‘Making Progress’ 

despite a decision not to proceed with a new Park and Ride site at Lothianburn, and no 

expansion of park and ride provision at alternative sites; 

r. Commitment 27 to tackle pavement parking is marked as ‘On Track’ despite no 

discernible progress in this area; 

s. Commitment 31 to expand training opportunities for adults and young people is marked 

as ‘Making Progress’ despite the number of senior phase pupils studying vocational 

qualifications delivered by Edinburgh College declining by nearly 40%, and the number 

of learners in the Adult Education Programme declining by more than 10%; 

t. Commitment 38 on increasing the availability of care to help people live in their own 

homes is marked as ‘On Track’, despite the proportion of adults receiving care in the 

community being static for the last three years, and the target for this year not being met; 

u. Commitment 43 on parks and tree planting is marked as “On Track” despite public 

outrage at the loss of healthy mature trees in Princes Street Gardens and a failure to 

provide the budget required to carry out the required survey and maintenance 

programme for the city’s existing tree population; 



v. Commitment 52 on devolving local decisions to four locality committees is marked as 

‘On Track’ despite the locality committees being dissolved in February 2019. 

 

3) Agrees that any report on progress to achieving coalition commitments should paint an 

accurate picture of any progress, or lack of it; 

4) Therefore agrees to receive an updated, and accurate, report at the next meeting of full 

council which sets out: 

a. the coalition commitments which have been fully achieved; 

b. those which have been partially achieved, and the action being taken to achieve them; 

c. those which have not been partially or fully achieved, and the reasons, including external 

reasons beyond the council’s control, for that; and  

d. those which will not be achieved, or have been abandoned or reversed, and the reason 

for that, including any external reasons beyond the council’s control. 

Proposed by   Councillor Chas Booth 

Seconded by  

 


