
City of Edinburgh Council  6.2.14  
Amendment  by Green Group Amendment  by Green Group 
Item No. 8.4   Item No. 8.4   
Report Title: Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill Report Title: Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill 
  
Delete and insert at;  Delete and insert at;  
  
Q.17 and Q.18  - Improve and extend Community Right to Buy  Q.17 and Q.18  - Improve and extend Community Right to Buy  
  
Agree with the proposal to extend the Right to Buy to communities in all parts of Scotland. Agree with the proposal to extend the Right to Buy to communities in all parts of Scotland. 
If there are to be restrictions imposed on community right to buy, the list of potential exclusions 
should not be absolute prohibitions otherwise, for example, such an as exclusion as "being held 
for development” could result in an indefinite block to community right to buy.  

If there are to be restrictions imposed on community right to buy, the list of potential exclusions 
should not be absolute prohibitions otherwise, for example, such an as exclusion as "being held 
for development” could result in an indefinite block to community right to buy.  
Instead we suggest that if the land in question has a particular status such as common good, 
being held on the Housing Revenue Account or is earmarked for particular purposes in the 
future, that these uses need to be taken into account in the decision-making process: for 
example, the exercise of Right to Buy may depend on how close the land is to alternative use; 
or the community may be offered lease rights pending development. 

Instead we suggest that if the land in question has a particular status such as common good, 
being held on the Housing Revenue Account or is earmarked for particular purposes in the 
future, that these uses need to be taken into account in the decision-making process: for 
example, the exercise of Right to Buy may depend on how close the land is to alternative use; 
or the community may be offered lease rights pending development. 
  
  
Q. 63  - Duty to Provide Allotments Q. 63  - Duty to Provide Allotments 
  
We agree with the proposal for councils to have a duty to provide allotments. There is already a 
duty for Councils to provide allotments and the bill proposes to sharpen this duty in relation to 
demand. The bill as proposed already allows for circumstances in which the duty may not be 
met.  

We agree with the proposal for councils to have a duty to provide allotments. There is already a 
duty for Councils to provide allotments and the bill proposes to sharpen this duty in relation to 
demand. The bill as proposed already allows for circumstances in which the duty may not be 
met.  
We would however encourage the Scottish Government to explore further how the targets under 
the duty might be met in addition to the provision of individual allotments, through additional 
means such as through the provision of community growing projects. 

We would however encourage the Scottish Government to explore further how the targets under 
the duty might be met in addition to the provision of individual allotments, through additional 
means such as through the provision of community growing projects. 
  

Moved by Steve Burgess 

Seconded by Nigel Bagshaw 
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