
 

Amendment by the Conservative Group 

City of Edinburgh Council 

7 February 2019 

Item 8.4 – Edinburgh Transient Visitor Levy 

Consultation 2018 

 
Council 

 

Deletes 1.3 to 1.5 and replaces with: 

 

1.3 Notes the significant U-turn by the Scottish Government as part of its tax raising budget 

agreement with the Green Party where it has indicated it will legislate to allow Councils to 

consider the implementation of a Transient Visitor levy but that the nature and scope of this 

proposed legislation remains unclear; 

 

1.4 Considers that the scheme set out in paragraph 3.6 of the report remains deficient as it fails 

to: 

 ensure that any revenues raised through a Transient Visitor Levy are additional and 
exempt from the calculation of local government block grants; 

 detail how any new funding would replace current Council spend on tourist related 
matters such as spend on festivals and events, city dressing, additional cleaning and 
maintenance of the City centre public realm, Policing, public transport and City and 
tourism promotion thus failing to assure citizens that any funds raised would relieve 
mainstream Council budgets of these responsibilities and allow expansion of mainstream 
budgets;  

 detail how any additional revenue over and above replacement funding might actually be 
spent; 

 detail the administrative costs and burdens on the Council of implementing and ensuring 
compliance with any scheme, specifically in relation to each of the sectors involved. 

 ensure full involvement of the tourism and other business sectors in determining how the 
proceeds might be used (for example through an empowered and independent Trust 
rather than an advisory “stakeholder group”) 

 guarantee that the full cost of collection is met from proceeds and not borne by the 
accommodation provider both initially and in the longer term; 

 

1.5 Agrees that the Council hold decision making in abeyance on the introduction of a Transient 

Visitor Levy until a report is provided by the Chief Executive addressing the issues raised at 1.4 

above AND until the nature and scope of legislation on the power in the Scottish Parliament 

becomes clear. 
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Moved by Councillor John McLellan 

Seconded by Councillor Susan Webber 

 


