
 

Amendment by the Conservative Group 

 
City of Edinburgh Council 
31 May 2018 
Item 8.3 – Edinburgh Transient Visitor Levy 
 

Council: 

1) Notes the content of the report. 

2) Notes the remarks of The Cabinet Secretary for Culture, Tourism and External Affairs 

Fiona Hyslop MSP in a letter to the British Hospitality Association in December 2017; 

As you know the Scottish Government have been consistent in our stance that given the 

potential impact on tourism enterprises already subject to, for example, high rates of VAT 

we have no plans to introduce a tourism levy. I would repeat that, irrespective of the 

mechanism used to introduce the topic, the Scottish Ministers are not willing to consider 

requests to explore a possible tourism levy with local government unless the tourism and 

hospitality industry are involved from the outset and their long-term interests are fully 

recognised in any work. 

3) Regrets that while Health and Social Care is in crisis and our roads and our council 

estate are crumbling, the time of Council Officers and ultimately council tax-payers 

money has been spent producing a report on a levy which the Council does not have the 

power to introduce, and the Scottish Government does not support. 

4) Notes the failure of the SNP led administration, over a sustained period of time to 

successfully lobby the Scottish Government to devolve the power to impose such a levy 

to local authorities or to gain meaningful support from the Edinburgh tourism sector. 

5) Acknowledges that Edinburgh as a Capital City incurs significant additional expenses in 

relation to civic and international events but receives no additional funding from the 

Scottish Government in recognition of this, and the fact that according to the Local 

Government Finance: Facts and Figure 2013-14 to 2018-19 report published by the 

Scottish Government on May 21st; 
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In real terms, between 2013-14 and 2017-18, the local government Revenue settlement 

decreased at a much faster rate (-7.1% or -£744.7m) than the Scottish Government 

Revenue budget (including NDRI) (-1.8% or -£547.3m). 

The same report also states that Edinburgh’s local government funding per head has 

been reduced by 8.4% in real terms over this period. 

6) Instructs the Council Leader to lobby the Scottish Government for additional funding 

commensurate with Edinburgh’s status as Scotland’s Capital City. 

 

Moved By: Councillor Hutchison 

Seconded By: Councillor McLellan 

 


