
City of Edinburgh Council 28.5.15  
Addendum by Green Group   
Item 8.2:  Capital Coalition Pledges Performance 
Monitoring November 2014 – April 2015 
 
Council notes the following regarding the Capital Coaliton Pledges: 

Pledge 8 -  the need to ensure that the Local Development Plan and the Strategic Housing 
Investment Plan delivers on the “brownfield sites first” commitment;  

Pledge 9 -  the need to ensure that homes being built under affordable housing programmes 
are benefiting people in the most acute housing need and that the homes being built are 
available at below market cost for the long term; 

Pledge 10 -  to welcome the introduction of an Empty Homes Officer and to recognise the need 
to demonstrate that empty homes are being brought back into use by council interventions, so 
reducing pressure on new housing land; 

Pledge 12 -  the need to ensure that progress in developing alcohol treatment programmes is 
matched by best practice and sound evidence in licensing policy;   

Pledge 15 -  to recognise that inward investment should be targeted at those sectors which best 
enhance Edinburgh’s vision of a sustainable, low-carbon, jobs-rich economy, rather than 
displacing home-grown business;   

Pledge 16 - the growing importance of the social enterprise sector to the city, the need for 
further tailored support to enhance growth and to ensure that asset disposal processes reflect 
the benefits of the social enterprise sector;   

Pledge 17 - to progress the inclusion within the Edinburgh Region City Deal of a criterion on 
developing a sustainable, low carbon economy; 

Pledge 20 - the need to improve performance to ensure that the Council meets its targets on 
business rates receipts and so joins other councils receiving payment under the Business Rates 
Incentivisation Scheme; 

Pledges 21 & 24 – to welcome the growing consensus for a Transient Visitor Levy at a time of 
increased strain on core council budgets and the need to press Scottish Minsters more firmly on 
enabling local authorities to take decisions in the best interests of the localities they are elected 
to serve;    

Pledge 25 - the importance of ensuring that Living Wage annual uprates are passed on to 
employees at the earliest opportunity, and of actively encouraging Council subsidiaries and 
contractors to pay the Living Wage; 
 
Pledge 30 - the need to make an imaginative and comprehensive submission to the Scottish 
Government’s Commission on Local Tax Reform, to ensure that greater funding opportunities 
are identified;  
Pledge 32 - to respond to continuing concerns from community organisations about the lack of 



continuity in the arrangements for community policing;  

Pledge 33 - the value of Participatory Budgeting in increasing the profile of and public 
engagement with Neighbourhood Partnerships and the value of the approach being used in all 
Partnership areas; 
 
Pledge 40 - the importance of ensuring that private sector plans to maintain the built heritage of 
the city do not come at the cost of degrading the natural heritage of the city;   
 
Pledge 41 - to recognise the depth of anger and frustration felt by residents caught up in the 
failings of the former property conservation service and the need to ensure that the backlog 
cases are dealt with comprehensively and as swiftly as possible and that that the new shared 
repairs puts high quality customer care and communication at the heart of how it works;  
 
Pledge 42 & 43 – to fully recognise the wider healthy and well-being value of investment in 
sport and leisure provision; 
 
Pledge 44 - to acknowledge the results of the latest Edinburgh People’s Survey and the need to 
ensure joined-up inter-departmental working, and learning from best practice in other councils, 
in keeping streets cleaner; 
 
Pledge 49 - the need to meet incremental recycling targets and so reduce landfill tax pressures; 
 
Pledge 50 - the need to revise Council’s annual CO2 targets in-line with 2020 targets and 
ensure the Strategic Energy Action Plan delivers against these targets;    
 
Pledge 51 -  the need to make progress on Low Emission Zones to improve poor air quality and 
meet statutory European and Scottish air quality standards. 
 

Moved by Steve Burgess 

Seconded by Gavin Corbett 
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