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Item 8.1 – Programme for the Capital: the City of 
Edinburgh Council Business Plan 2017-22  
 
The Council notes: 
(i)               the decision of the SNP and Labour groups to form a coalition administration, 
(ii)              that such an administration will be a minority in the City Chambers and must 
therefore reach out to other political groups and govern by consensus. 
  
The Council believes: 

a. the City of Edinburgh requires strong leadership at a time of such political and economic 
uncertainty. 

b. that, following the EU Referendum, it is more important than ever for Edinburgh to be a 
shining example of a modern and diverse place in which to live, visit, study and do 
business. 

c. the new administration must be ambitious for Edinburgh as an outward-looking, 
international capital city and the engine of the Scottish economy. 

d. the new administration needs to focus on the delivery of basic services and to urgently 
address the consistent service failures which have been seen over recent years. 

  
The Council notes the proposed business plan which has been agreed between the Labour and 
SNP groups but is disappointed that many of the commitments are vague and lack substance 
and that there is no specific commitment to respond to the recent ‘Services for Older People in 
Edinburgh’ report from the Care Inspectorate. 
  
The Council also recognises the significant financial challenge facing the administration 
following the £27 million reduction to the Council's 2017/18 budget imposed by the SNP Scottish 
Government with he support of Scottish Green MSPs, described as "the worst settlement since 
devolution" by former Council leader, Andrew Burns. The Council acknowledges the 
commitment within the Scottish Labour Party council election manifesto to campaign against 
further cuts to vital council services and therefore recognises the important role of Labour 
councillors as a moderating force within the new administration to ensure it opposes any further 
damaging cuts which may be imposed by the SNP Scottish Government. 
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Moved by  Councillor Aldridge 

Seconded by Councillor Lang 
 


