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Green Amendment, item 8.1 Air Quality Update 

 
Delete recommendations and insert: 

“Committee: 

1) Notes the contents of the report, in particular table 1 of appendix 1 which finds that the 
annual mean nitrogen dioxide objective was exceeded at 26 monitoring locations across the city 
in 2015; 

2) Notes that Scottish air quality objectives for PM10 were exceeded at Salamander Street, and 
Scottish air quality objectives for PM2.5 were estimated to have been exceeded at four sites 
across the city; 

3) Notes that a new Air Quality Management Area will be declared shortly due to non-
compliance of Scottish air quality objectives for PM10 at Salamander Street; 

4) Notes and welcomes the downward trend in most pollutants but believes that faster progress 
could and should be made in delivering cleaner air for Edinburgh; 

5) Notes and welcomes the existing actions which the council and other stakeholders are taking 
to tackle air pollution, as set out in paragraphs 3.20 to 3.32 of the report, including significant 
investment in active travel and a commitment to spend 10% of the transport budget on cycling; 

6) Believes the council should take a consistent and robust approach to tackling air pollution, 
including to the air pollution impacts of new planning or development proposals; 

7) Notes in paragraph 3.36 of the report that the Scottish Government aims to have a Low 
Emission Zone in place by 2018, and is seeking a local authority to take the lead; 

8) Agrees in principle that the council should be prepared to take the lead in progressing a Low 
Emission Zone for Edinburgh, and calls for additional funding for the zone can be identified from 
partners such as the Scottish Government; 

9) Therefore agrees that the Convener of Transport and Environment will write to the Scottish 
Government offering to work towards establishing Scotland’s first Low Emission Zone in 
Edinburgh, with the expectation that the Scottish Government can make a significant 
contribution towards the cost of establishing the Zone, and offering early talks to discuss the 

practical details of bringing this about. “ 

Moved by Chas Booth 

Seconded by Nigel Bagshaw 

 


