
 

Amendment by the Lib/Dem Group 

Housing and Economy Committee 07/09/2017 

Item 7.6 Motion - Edinburgh Economic Strategy 

   
The committee recognises; 

 

(i) the significant economic challenges facing the city, particularly in light of the outcome of the 2016 

referendum on the UK's membership of the European Union and increasing pressure on the public 

finances, including uncertainty over the Council's annual budget. 

 

(ii) the critical importance of the Council creating a new strategy to grow the city economy, increase jobs 

and ensure growth is delivered in a fair and sustainable way, 

(iii) the vital role of partner organisations whose input, expertise and support will be essential in fulfilling 

the objectives of any new strategy. 

 

The committee accepts that external factors, including the timing of the announcement of the City Deal, 

have impacted on the timetable for the creation of a new strategy. Nevertheless, the committee regrets that 

the report makes no mention of how the proposed timetable for the creation of a new strategy differs 

significantly from that approved by the Economy Committee in February 2017. 

 

Specifically, the committee notes that the February 2017 report included the publication of a draft plan in 

June for consultation; and is therefore concerned over the lack of any corresponding detail within the 

current report in terms of similar formal consultation with external organisations on a draft plan. 

 

The committee; 

(a) welcomes the structured programme of proposed engagement with elected members as set out in the 

report to ensure the Economic Strategy is relevant to all parts of the City, 

(b) recognises that structured engagement and consultation with external partners is as important as 

engagement with elected members,  

(c) believes that the new strategy needs to be flexible enough so to take account of the outcome of the 

City Vision project and changes to the Council's allocated budget from the Scottish Government. 

 

The committee therefore agrees to the report recommendations subject to a revised timetable which would 

involve; 

1) the committee considering a draft strategy in January 2018 for consultation with partner agencies, 

2) a final plan being brought to the committee for approval in March 2018. 

 

 

 

 

Moved by Cllr Kevin Lang 

Seconded by  

 


