
 

Amendment by Liberal Democrat Group 

 

Housing and Economy Committee 18/01/2018 

 

Item 7.1 Edinburgh Economy Strategy Amendment  

 

 
 

 

 

Committee notes the draft Edinburgh Economy Strategy and commends officials on the 

significant programme of work undertaken which has allowed the strategy to be developed up to 

this point. 

  

Committee: 

(i) recognises the economic consequences of the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union in 

2019 and the particular effects this could have on the City of Edinburgh given the nature of the 

local economy and the sectors on which the city depends.  The committee notes that the draft 

economic strategy makes only passing comments in relation to Brexit and, whilst recognising 

the fluidity of negotiations between the UK Government and European Commission, agrees a 

more thorough assessment of the impacts should be included and addressed in the strategy. 

  

(ii) agrees to the measures as listed on pages 25 and 26 of the strategy but notes that only 

“target directions of travel” are listed.  Committee agrees that more specific targets should be 

provided where feasible so performance in the delivery of the strategy can be rigorously 

assessed. 

 

(iii) agrees that more meaningfully platforms are required for engagement with key sectors 

during the lifetime of the strategy and seeks further clarification on how this engagement will be 

managed. This should take into account feedback from the recent engagement around the City 

Deal and the effectiveness of the current Edinburgh Business Forum. 

 

(iv) agrees that the monitoring and reporting proposals as set out in appendix 1 should be 

enhanced through the detailed scrutiny of the annual report by the Housing & Economy 

Committee prior to referral to full Council. 

  

(v) agrees that, given the current uncertainty surrounding the economy, the proposed strategy 

should be flexible enough to adapt to changes in the wider economy.  Committee agrees that 

the strategy should be open to amendment through the reporting processes should 

circumstances change or significant new risks emerge. 
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Committee therefore agrees to continue consideration of the strategy until the next meeting of 

the committee or to a special committee meeting so these matters can be properly addressed. 

 

 

 

 

Moved by      Cllr Kevin Lang 

Seconded by 


