
 

Amendment – Green Group 
 

 

Transport & Environment Committee 

25 January 2018 

Item 4.1 - Redevelopment of Picardy Place 

 

Delete recommendations and insert: 

“Committee: 

1. Welcomes the improvements in the current proposals for the redevelopment of 
Picardy Place compared to previous plans, in particular: 

1.1. the increase in segregated space for cyclists and the decrease in 
shared space; 

1.2. the increased public space; 

1.3. the commitment not to undertake permanent development in the 
central space, which could potentially allow for revisions to the junction 
to make the space more people-friendly at some point in the future; 

1.4. the revised designs appear to have addressed many of the concerns 
raised as part of the public consultation by local people and key 
stakeholders, 

and thanks council officers and others who have worked hard to bring forward 
revised proposals for the junction layout; 

2. Nonetheless notes that the design presented is a gyratory which prioritises 
motor traffic movement over pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users, 
contrary to the council’s own policies; further notes that a majority of 
consultation responses, including from key stakeholders, such as Spokes and 
Living Streets remain opposed to the gyratory design layout; 

3. Therefore agrees that the Convener and Vice-Convener will urgently request a 
meeting with TH Real Estate and the Scottish Government to agree 
amendments to the GAM & associated legal agreements to allow a revised 
junction design to be brought forward as soon as possible which prioritises 
Place Making, pedestrians, cyclists & public transport and is consistent with the 
council’s own policies and with the principles of the City Centre Transformation 
Project, and to report back to the next meeting of Transport and Environment 
Committee with revised proposals for the junction layout; 
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4. Agrees to consider a draft order proposal at the next meeting of Transport and 
Environment Committee to prohibit all vehicles with the exception of cycles, 
buses, taxis and emergency vehicles, on Leith Street between Waterloo Place 
and Calton Road, pending the outcome of the City Centre Transformation 
project recommendations; and agrees that the revised road layout on Leith 
Street should include a segregated cycleroute southbound as a minimum, and 
preferably both ways, between the revised Picardy Place junction and Waterloo 
Place. 

5. Agrees to consider a report within three months examining the feasibility of 
introducing a weight restriction on Broughton Street Lane, to reduce the traffic 
pressure on this narrow, largely residential lane which is likely to be impacted 
by changes to the Picardy Place junction layout; 

6. Notes that the process of bringing forward detailed junction designs would have 
involved no significant public consultation on the junction layout had it not been 
for the August 2017 decision of this committee to go to public consultation as 
soon as possible, and agrees that the redesign of a significant city centre 
junction should have incorporated public consultation as a matter of course, 
and therefore refers this report, and all previous reports made to this committee 
and to full council on this subject, to GRBV committee to allow them to consider 
whether the process and governance has been appropriate and to make any 
other inquiries they see fit into the probity of the process whereby the Picardy 
Place proposals emerged.” 

Moved by Councillor Chas Booth 

Seconded by Councillor Steve Burgess 

 


