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CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 

___________________________________________________________________ 

DATE OF MEETING:  20 May 2020 

SUBJECT:  Update on COVID -19 (Coronavirus) in Cheshire West and Chester   

CONTACT:  Helen Bromley, Consultant in Public Health, Cheshire West and 

Chester Council.  helen.bromley@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  

___________________________________________________________________    

1. Purpose of report 

1.1 The purpose of the report is to give Health and Wellbeing Board members a 

brief overview of the current picture of COVID locally.  For comparative 

purposes, data across the Cheshire Local Resilience Forum Footprint are 

included.  Only data available in the public domain are included in this report.   

2. Notes and caveats 

2.1 There are a number of key technical challenges and data limitations to be 

aware of, including: 

• All published data sets have time lags on them ranging from 5 days to 2 
weeks 

• Most data sets will include a level of underreporting 

• Many datasets are frequently revised and backdated as new information 
flows in from previous days/weeks which can make reconciliation of 
numbers difficult 

• Changes for example in case definitions or changes to death certification 
can also affect the data 

• The numbers tell one part of the COVID story.  They should be considered 

along with the social, emotional and financial impact of the pandemic 
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3. COVID 19 Cases 

3.1 As of 5pm on 18 May 2020, 992 cases of COVID have been reported in 

Cheshire West and Chester, equating to a rate of 289 per 100,000.   

3.2 Although numbers appear to be plateauing, it is important to understand that 

these figures reflect the testing regime and do not necessarily reflect the 

infections within an area.  Local figures record pillar 1 cases only, we have no 

data on pillar 2 cases.  See Appendix 1 for more information on cases.  

4. Deaths 

4.1 To date there have been a total of 268 deaths in Cheshire West and Chester 

involving COVID 19: 

• 66% (178) occurred in hospital 

• 28% (76) occurred in a care home 

• 3% (9) occurred at home 

• 1% (3) occurred in a hospice 

• 1% (2) occurred in an ‘other communal establishment’ 
 

4.2 Since 2 April 2020, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) has released 

weekly counts of registered deaths; by week of death, cause of death (COVID 

19/other cause) and place of death.  The data are published by week of 

registration and also by week of occurrence1.  Further information on deaths 

can be found in Appendix 2.   

5. Care homes 

5.1 The only publicly available data set about care homes is contained in the 

COVID-19: number of outbreaks in care homes – management information2 

dataset.  Care homes include residential and nursing homes.  The data set is 

derived from the weekly number and percentage of care homes reporting a 

suspected or confirmed outbreak (2 or more cases) of COVID-19 to Public 

Health England.   

5.2 Data have only been published since 29 April 2020 but go back to the week 

commencing 2 March.  As at 14 May 2020, 53.5% of Cheshire West and 

                                                      
1 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causes

ofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2

020 

2 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-

in-care-homes-management-information 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information
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Chester care homes were reported to have had, or have an outbreak, 

however, given the limitations of the data set, the true figure is likely to be 

significantly higher.  Further information on care home outbreaks can be found 

in Appendix 3.   

5.3 Deaths in care homes have not been measured for as long a time as deaths 

in hospitals, therefore care home deaths data, like care homes infections data, 

will be underreported in the earlier stages of the pandemic.  Between 28 

March and 1 May 2020, 82 care home residents were recorded as dying from 

COVID 19 of which 62 were recorded as dying in a care home.  The number 

of COVID 19 deaths in care homes decreased from 22 in the week 25/04/20 

to 01/05/20 to 14 in the week 02/05/20 to 08/05/20.  Further care homes death 

information can be found in the accompanying document Cheshire West and 

Chester registered deaths by week of occurrence (up to 08/05/20), published 

19 May 2020.   

5.4 Cheshire West and Chester Council are actively engaged with all their care 

providers on a daily basis to monitor the situation and provide advice and 

guidance where needed.  Daily calls are made to all care providers to 

establish levels of service users and staff with symptoms or confirmed cases, 

to identify any new COVID 19 suspected deaths, to understand the numbers 

of staff and services being tested, any issues with accessing testing and 

current PPE stock levels.  Where providers are struggling with PPE the 

Council are make same day deliveries to ensure staff and service users 

remain safe.  We are also linking in providers with our Infection Prevention 

and Control teams and colleagues in the CCG for additional advice and 

support.  

6. Hospitals 

6.1 The only publicly available data set regarding COVID in hospitals is the 

COVID-19 Daily Deaths3 data set.  This contains information on deaths of 

patients who have died in hospitals in England and had tested positive for 

COVID-19 or where COVID-19 was mentioned on the death certificate.  All 

deaths are recorded against date of death rather than the date the deaths 

were announced.   

6.2 Data published on 19 May show there there had been 152 and 163 COVID-

related deaths at the Countess of Chester Hospital NHS Foundation and Mid 

Cheshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust respectively.  Numbers of hospital 

deaths appear to be stabilising with daily changes remaining at 5 or below 

                                                      
3 https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/ 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-areas/covid-19-daily-deaths/
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over the previous 7-day period.  Further hospitals death information can be 

found in Appendix 4.   
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Appendix 1: COVID 19 cases  

Table 1: Covid 19 - Cumulative cases in Cheshire local authorities as at 5pm 

18th May 2020.  

Area 
Population 2019 Mid-
year Estimates 

Cumulative Cases 
Number of newly 
reported cases 

Diagnosis Rate 
per 100,000 

United Kingdom 66,796,807 246,406 2,684  369 

England 56,286,961 144127 816  256 

North West 7,341,196 23786 176  324 

Cheshire LRF 1,066,647 3,185 24  299 

Cheshire East 384,152 1102 9  287 

Cheshire West and 
Chester 343,071 992 3  289 

Halton 129,410 369 8  285 

Warrington 210,014 722 4  344 

Source: 2019 Mid-year population estimates ONS, PHE/NHS daily confirmed cases (Updated nationally at 
5pm every day) www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk 

 

Chart 1: Covid 19 - Local Authority diagnosis rate per 100,000 as of 5pm 18th 

May 2020 

 

Source: www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk  

Note on UK figures: Each Nation provides data based on tests carried out in NHS (and PHE) 

laboratories. These represent 'pillar 1' of the Government's mass testing programme. The 

Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) combines the counts from the 4 Nations and 

adds data from tests carried out by commercial partners ('pillar 2' of the mass-testing 

programme) to give daily and total (cumulative) counts of lab-confirmed cases. The UK total is 

not the sum of the 4 National totals as the pillar 2 cases cannot currently be included in the 

National or Local Authority figures.   

http://www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
http://www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
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Chart 2: Covid 19 - Cumulative number of lab-confirmed cases by specimen date for each Local Authority, plus 

daily cases by specimen date for Cheshire LRF since 1st March 2020  

 

Source: www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk  

Note: Lab-confirmed cases are attributed to the day the first specimen was taken. There are few cases reported for the most recent 

date on the chart.  Data from around 5 days ago can be considered complete, data for recent days are constantly being revised as 

more information becomes available. 

http://www.coronavirus.data.gov.uk/


Page 7 of 13 

 

Appendix 2: Deaths 

Table 2: Covid 19 - Deaths by local authority, for deaths that occurred up to 8th 

May but were registered up to the 16th May.  

 

Source: Office for National Statistics, published 19th May 2020 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/

deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020 

 

Chart 3: Covid 19 - Local Authority death rate per 100,000 based on all Covid 

19 related deaths occurring between 28/12/2019 and 8/05/2020 

 

Source: Office for National Statistics, published 19th May 2020 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/

deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
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Table 3: Covid 19 - Deaths, where the cause of death was Covid 19 by local 

authority by place of death.  

For deaths that occurred up to 8th May but were registered up to the 16th May.  

Care home

Hospice/other 

establishment/

elsewhere

Home Hospital

Cheshire LRF 336 11 22 507

Cheshire East 142 5 7 196

Cheshire West and Chester 76 5 9 178

Halton 19 0 4 62

Warrington 99 1 2 71

Local Authority

Place of death

Source: Office for National Statistics licensed under the Open Government Licence. © Crown  

Source: Office for National Statistics, published 19th May 2020 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/

deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020 

 

Chart 4: Weekly deaths in Cheshire West and Chester that occurred up to 8th 

May 2020 but registered up to 16th May 2020 by cause of death  

 

Source: Office for National Statistics, published 19th May 2020 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/

deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/deathregistrationsandoccurrencesbylocalauthorityandhealthboard/2020
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Chart 5: Weekly deaths in Cheshire West and Chester that occurred up to 8th 

May 2020 but registered up to 16th May 2020 by cause of death and place of 

death 

 

 
 
Chart 6: Excess deaths in Cheshire LRF  
(2020 deaths minus 2014 to 2018 registered average 
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Chart 7: All Cheshire LRF deaths in 2020 by week, with proportion where Covid 19 

is mentioned  
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Appendix 3:Care homes  

Table 4: Number of care homes reporting outbreaks  

Local 
Authority 

2020-
03-09 

2020-
03-16 

2020-
03-23 

2020-
03-30 

2020-
04-06 

2020-
04-13 

2020-
04-20 

2020-
04-27 

2020-
05-04 

All 
outbreaks 

Number 
of care 
homes 

Percentage 
of care 
homes 
that have 
reported 
an 
outbreak 

Cheshire 
West and 
Chester 0 0 2 6 15 9 6 4 4 46 86 53.5 

 

Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-

homes-management-information 

Source of the number of beds in care homes: Care Quality Commission 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/HSCA_Active_Locations_May_2020.xlsx 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/covid-19-number-of-outbreaks-in-care-homes-management-information
https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/HSCA_Active_Locations_May_2020.xlsx
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Appendix 4: Deaths in hospital data  

Table 5: Covid 19 – Cumulative deaths in Cheshire hospital trusts as of 2pm 

18th May 2020  

11/05/2020 12/05/2020 13/05/2020 14/05/2020 15/05/2020 16/05/2020 17/05/2020

Countess of Chester NHS Trust 145                       146                     147                        149                   149                     149                   149                
 - 

East Cheshire NHS Trust 95                         100                     101                        101                   101                     101                   101                 - 

Mid Cheshire NHS Trust 151                       153                     155                        157                   160                     161                   161                 - 

St Helens and Knowsley NHS 

Trust 172                       174                     174                        175                   177                     177                   177                
 - 

Warrington and Halton NHS 

Trust 107                       108                     108                        110                   110                     112                   113                
+1

England 24,051                 24,221                24,362                   24,506              24,620               24,712              24,739          +27

Trust
Previous seven days Change on 

previous day

 

Source: COVID-19 Patient Notification System. Updated at 2pm each day and include 
confirmed cases reported at 5pm the previous day 
 

Note: interpretation of the figures should take into account the fact that totals by date 

of death, particularly for recent prior days, are likely to be updated in future releases. 

For example, as deaths are confirmed as testing positive for Covid-19, as more post-

mortem tests are processed and data from them are validated. Any changes are 

made clear in the daily files.
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Chart 9: Covid 19 - Cumulative deaths in Cheshire hospital trusts since 1st March 2020 

 

Source: COVID-19 Patient Notification System. Updated at 2pm each day and include confirmed cases reported at 5pm the previous 
day 
 


