
 

 

Calderdale MBC                  

6 
Wards Affected Luddendenfoot, Town 

Cabinet 1 October 2018 

THE DEDICATION OF WHITE LEE RECREATION GROUND AND DUFFY’S 
PARK AS A PUBLIC PARK, GARDEN AND RECREATION GROUNDS FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF CENTENARY FIELDS  

Report of Director for Public Services 

 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To request Cabinet approval for the dedication of White Lee Recreation 
Ground, Mytholmroyd and Duffy’s Park, Halifax as a public park, garden 
and recreation grounds for the purposes of Centenary Fields to 
commemorate the ending of the First World War for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of Calderdale. 
 

2. Need for a decision 
 

2.1 The scheme run by Fields in Trust requires the Council to complete a 
Deed of Dedication with the Trust which formally dedicates the land in 
perpetuity as public park, garden and recreation grounds for the 
purposes of Centenary Fields and no other purpose impinged through a 
legal restriction on the Council’s registered freehold titles for the two 
sites. 
 

3. Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that the Council 
 

3.1 Continue to support Hebden Royd Town Council with the application to 
Fields in Trust to dedicate part of White Lee Recreation Ground as a 
Centenary Field and instruct Legal Services to proceed with the legal 
documentation 

3.2 As part of the Council’s commemorations to mark the end of the First 
World War also dedicate part of Duffy’s Park as a Centenary Field. 
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4. Background and/or details 
 

Background 
 
4.1 The Centenary Fields Programme is run by Fields in Trust, an 

independent charity which campaigns to secure and improve playing 
fields and other green spaces with the long standing support of the royal 
family.  In this campaign they are working together with The Royal British 
Legion to dedicated spaces in memory of the millions of people who lost 
their lives in World War 1. 
 

4.2 In 2012 the Council participated in Fields in Trust’s campaign to 
designate sites as Queen Elizabeth II Playing Fields in honour of the 
Queens diamond jubilee. After a public vote Centre Vale Park, 
Todmorden and Wellholme Park, Brighouse were selected. 
 

4.3 In 2014, as part of a number of projects to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the outbreak of the First World War, Crow Wood Park, Sowerby Bridge 
was dedicated as a Centenary Field. 

 

White Lee Recreation Ground 
 
4.4 White Lee Recreation Ground in Mytholmroyd was created as a war 

memorial following the First World War and as such Hebden Royd Town 
Councils WW1 Commemoration Committee would like part of the site to 
be nominated as a Centenary Field. 
 

4.5 The Town Council has already progressed some of the application under 
the guidance of Council officers, however following the receipt of legal 
documents from Fields in Trust, Legal Services advise that the 
application should have approval from Cabinet because the use of the 
site would be restricted as a Centenary Field.  The attached plan shows 
the extent of the site to be formally designated.  This site forms part of 
the Council’s Registered Title WYK809110.  Once the deed of dedication 
is approved the restriction in respect of the use and future disposals by 
the Council will only apply to that part of the land defined by red edging 
shown on the attached plan.   

 

Duffy’s Park 
 
4.6 It is also proposed to designate the area around Halifax Minister known 

as Duffy’s Park, which includes the Cenotaph, as a Centenary Field to 
mark the end of the First World War. The attached Plan shows the 
extent of the site to be formally designated which forms part of the 
Council’s Registered Title WYK820102 known as “land on the south side 
of King Street, Halifax.” The Deed of Dedication and the restriction on 
use and future disposals by the Council will only apply to that part of the 
registered title edged in red.  
 

4.7 Until the mid-1890s this area had been covered by small houses, shops 
and pubs. These cramped dwellings had degenerated into slums until 
the Council purchased and demolished them and in 1904 landscaped 
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the area. The park has always been known as Duffy's Park, perhaps 
because of the large number of Irish immigrants who had lived in the 
houses on the site some of whom had the surname Duffy. The park with 
its mature trees, planting and mown grass now provides a tranquil haven 
in the town centre and is the focal point for Halifax’s remembrance day 
ceremony. 

 
5. Options considered 
 

5.1  Option 1 – recommended approach 
Continue to support Hebden Royd Town Council with the application to 
Fields in Trust to dedicate White Lee Recreation Ground as a Centenary 
Field and instruct Legal Services to proceed with the legal 
documentation. 
 

5.2  As part of the Council’s commemorations to mark the end of the First 
World War also dedicate Duffy’s Park as a Centenary Field 

 
5.3 Option 2 

Consideration has been given to not supporting the applications but this 
has been discounted as the sites will benefit from being designated as 
centenary fields  
 

6.  Financial implications 
 

6.1  Participation in the Centenary Fields Scheme will entail Officer time in 
fulfilling the legal obligations but this can be met within exiting budgets. 

 
6.2 Sites designated as Centenary Fields may be eligible for grant funding. 
 
6.3  The disposal of surplus land generates capital receipts to contribute 

towards the Council’s Investment Plan and Capital Programme. The 
restriction in respect of the use and future disposals by the Council will 
restrict any future Capital Receipts for these sites.  The site at Duffy’s 
Park does form part of the wider asset including the 2 council car parks 
adjacent on King Street forming a large parcel of land in the town centre.  
However, this part of the site provides a War Memorial and an area of 
open space/public garden within Halifax town centre and would likely to 
be retained should the adjacent site be disposed/developed in the future.  
Also, the site at White Lee Recreation Ground again provides an area of 
open space and recreation in Mytholmroyd and is unlikely to be 
disposed/developed in the future. 

 
7. Legal Implications  

 

7.1  The deed of dedication is a legal document which  restricts the Council’s 
use of the land within the two sites in perpetuity.    
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7.2  The proposed restrictions upon the registered freehold title of the 
Council’s sites (which are still to be approved) are as follows: 

 

 The sites cannot be used other than as a recreation ground and public 
park and garden for the purposes of Centenary Fields. This is dealt 
with by way of a legal restriction registered at the Land Registry 
against the freehold title to the site.  

 No part of the site can be disposed of without the permission of Fields 
in Trust and any such approved disposition of either site or any part 
thereof must be replaced by giving identical protections to an 
equivalent piece of land of the same dimensions, quality and facilities 
within the catchment area of the original site.  This may cause the 
Council some issues if we are not able to offer equivalent piece of land 
and therefore approval of dispositions would be rejected by Field in 
Trust.  

 Not to erect, allow, permit or suffer any buildings, structures or 
alterations on either site outside the permitted use, without the consent 
of Fields in Trust.  

 Not to grant, allow, suffer or permit the erection of any buildings or 
structures or alterations to either site that would exceed twenty per 
cent of the total square footage of either site.  

 
7.3 The Council will remain the registered proprietor and legal owner of both 

sites and therefore will be responsible for its maintenance. The consent of 
Fields in Trust will be required for any disposal by the Council of any land 
in both sites and a replacement site must then be identified and similarly 
dedicated. 

  
7.4 The Deed of Dedication will only apply to that part of the Council’s 

registered title to which the site and the project relates. There will be a 
restriction placed on the freehold titles that restricts disposals and how the 
land can be used only for the project. 

 
7.5 Under the terms of the Deed of Dedication, Fields in Trust cannot 

unreasonably withhold their consent to any disposal of the land in either 
site to any other local authority or organisation, provided that the new 
owner enters into a new Deed of Dedication with Fields in Trust on the 
same terms to ensure that the land in the title remains dedicated as 
intended once registered in new ownership at the Land Registry. This 
could potentially restrict the Council in disposing the property at open 
market.    

 
8.  Consultation 

 
8.1 Ward Councillors have been consulted regarding the proposal for White 

Lee Recreation Ground but no responses have been received. 
 
8.2   CAFM’s Estates Manager has been consulted to ensure that the 

proposals will not result in any insurmountable barriers to strategic 
projects. The town centre highway works do not impact upon Duffy’s Park 
at the moment but this may change in the future so this needs to be 
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considered. CAFM comments in respect of Capital Receipts have been 
included within the Financial Implications section. 

 
9.    Environmental, Health and Economic implications 
 

9.1  Good quality green space has proven benefits to health and wellbeing 
and the environment in addition to many associated economic benefits 
through increased property values and increased productivity. 

 
9.2  Protection of these sites will help to ensure that these benefits are 

retained for local people. 
 

10.  Equality and Diversity 
 
10.1  None. 

  
11.   Summary and Recommendations 

 
White Lee Recreation Ground 
 
11.1  The dedication of White Lee Recreation Ground as a Centenary Field is 

an important part of Hebden Royd Town Council’s programme to 
commemorate the end of the First World War. As the landowner, the 
Council is required to complete the required legal documentation. 

 
11.2 The restrictions on the title will not impact on any known strategic projects. 

If in the future such a project requires the loss of all or part of the site 
there are other green spaces in the area which could be given protection 
by Fields in Trust as a replacement. 

 
11.3 It is recommended that the Council continue to support Hebden Royd 

Town Council with the application to Fields in Trust to dedicate White Lee 
Recreation Ground as a public park, garden and recreation ground for the 
purposes of a Centenary Field and instruct Legal Services to proceed with 
the legal documentation 
 

Duffy’s Park 
 
11.4 In the case of Duffy’s Park it is possible that part of the site may be 

required for highway improvement works in the future. However this is an 
important green space next to The Minster and the cenotaph and it is 
unlikely that a large area of the site would be lost.  

 
11.5 In the event that part of Duffy’s Park was required for a strategic project in 

the future, either an equivalent space would need to be created as part of 
the project or another green space in the catchment area would need to 
be given protection by Fields in Trust as a replacement. The Deed of 
Dedication provides a legal mechanism which would authorise a disposal 
of that site, with the consent of Fields in Trust, providing that the Council 
replaces or agrees to replace Duffy’s Park with an alternative site of 
equivalent standing of the same dimensions, quality and facilities. In such 
circumstances, a Deed of Dedication invoking the same restrictions on the 
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use and the disposal of any such replacement site would be required. This 
legal mechanism incorporated into the Deed of Dedication for Duffy’s Park 
takes account of potential future changes for this particular site and allows 
for a degree of flexibility in the event that highway improvement works are 
required in the future. This also applies to White Lee Recreation Ground.  

 
11.6 It is recommended that as part of the Council’s commemorations to mark 

the end of the First World War Duffy’s Park should be dedicated as a 
public park, garden and recreation ground for the purposes of a 
Centenary Field. This will also demonstrate the Council’s commitment to 
protecting green space with its associated benefits. 

 

 

For further information on this report, contact: 

 

Andrew Pitts Assistant Director - Neighbourhoods 

Telephone:  01422  392600 

E-mail:  andrew.pitts@calderdale.gov.uk  

 

mailto:andrew.pitts@calderdale.gov.uk


 

 

Appendix 1 White Lee Recreation Ground – Area to be dedicated 
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Appendix 2 Duffys Park – Area to be dedicated 

 


