
 

NORTH EAST SCOTLAND AGRICULTURE ADVISORY GROUP 
 

COMMITTEE ROOM 5, WOODHILL HOUSE, ABERDEEN 
 

WEDNESDAY, 18th APRIL, 2018 
 

Present: Aberdeenshire Council – Councillors W Howatson (Chair), S Duncan, 
J Ingram, I Taylor and J Whyte.  

  Aberdeen City Council – Councillors N MacGregor and A MacKenzie. 
  Angus Council – Councillors K Braes, C Brown and B Myles. 

Aberdeen University - Prof K Thomson. 
James Hutton Institute – Prof B Slee  
SGRPID – S Johnston 
Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce – J Muir  
Scottish Enterprise – G Ford  
Forestry Commission Scotland - J Nott 
RSPB - H Maggs 
LANTRA – S Howden 
SRUC – K Rundle  
SAOS Limited – B Yuill  

            P&J – G Mackenzie 
SAC Consulting – D Ross and K Williams 
RICS – L Stewart              

 
Apologies: Aberdeenshire Council – Councillors J Hutchison and D Robertson 

 Aberdeen City Council – Councillor B Crockett 
  Angus Council – Councillor A Macmillan Douglas 

Moray Council – Councillors D Bremner and T Eagle 
Aberdeen University – Prof D Roberts 
Angus Council - H Tasker 
Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce – C Phillips  
James Hutton Institute – Dr LA Sutherland 

            LANTRA - H Graham J Adamson and K Patrick 
            NFUS – A Connon, R Catto, L Paterson and D Winton  

Dr B Pack OBE 
Opportunity North East – P Cook 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors – D Smart, L Irwin and  
M Havers 
RSPB – K Cunningham and H Maggs  

            SAC Consulting - A Laing 
SAOS Limited – J Booth 
SEPA - P Wright  

            SLE – D Fyffe 
SRUC – K Black 
Visit Scotland - Jo Robinson  
 

Officers:  D McDonald, Industry Support Executive (Aberdeenshire Council)  
A Ziarkowska, Committee Officer (Aberdeenshire Council) 

 
In presence of:  Simon Turner (Peter Chapman’s office MSP) 

 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
The Chair welcomed everyone present to the meeting. Members were asked if they had 
interests to declare. No declarations of interest were intimated. 
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2. PUBLIC SECTOR EQUALITY DUTY 

 

In taking decisions on the undernoted items of business, the Partnership agreed, in terms of 

Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010:-  

 

(1) to have due regard to the need to:-  

 

(a)  eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation;  

 

(b) advance equality and opportunity between those who share a protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it, and  

 

(c)  foster good relations between those who share a protected characteristic and 

persons who do not share it; and  

 

(2)  to consider, where an equality impact assessment had been provided, its contents and 

to take those into consideration when reaching a decision. 

 
3. MINUTE OF MEETING OF 6th DECEMBER, 2017 

 
The Minute of Meeting of 6th December, 2017 was circulated and approved as a correct 
record. 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Derek McDonald went through the action sheet from the last meeting to provide updates on 

progress in respect of each point and confirmed that the presentations from the previous 

meeting were available online. There were no further matters arising. 

 
5. PRESENTATION: THE NEW ENTRANT’S PERSPECTIVE BY KIRSTEN WILLIAMS, 

BEEF AND SHEEP CONSULTANT, SAC CONSULTING 
 

The Chair invited Ms Kirsten Williams, Beef and Sheep Consultant, SAC Consulting, to deliver 

a presentation from the perspective of a ‘New Entrant’. Ms Williams introduced her own 

personal case study from Upper Tullochbeg Farm, Huntly, explaining the main barriers to 

entering the Scottish farming industry and key lessons learnt. Ms Williams continued by giving 

a brief overview of mentoring support available for new farmers and crofters through the Farm 

Advisory Service which offers access to skills and knowledge from experienced mentors, 

matched to individual business needs, which help to guide new entrants through the vital set-

up and early growth-years of business. Ms Williams concluded by advising on the Scottish 

Government’s New Entrants to Farming Programme which is delivered by SRUC and aims to 

support, enthuse and inspire those wishing to join the farming industry. It was reported that 

the programme provides advice on support measures available including SRDP grant funding. 

 

During discussion Members asked questions on the effectiveness of the Government’s 

programme in stimulating new entrant interest, promoting innovation in farming, supporting 

young farmers in setting up their businesses, and securing the long-term future of the 

agricultural sector. 

 

The Chair thanked Ms Williams for her excellent presentation. Thereafter, it was agreed to 

note the information provided in the presentation. 
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6. PRESENTATION: SCOTEID AND LIVESTOCK TRACEABILITY BY BOB YUILL, 

DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE, SAOS 
 

The Chair invited Mr Bob Yuill, Deputy Chief Executive, SAOS to deliver a presentation on 

ScotEID and Livestock Traceability Systems. Mr Yuill outlined the latest research and 

development on the Cattle EID system and demonstrated various aspects of the system 

including the type of data gathered, data interfaces and mechanisms for gathering data, 

software used, data refinement, transparency, real time & multi-species traceability and 

partnership. It was explained that ScotEID works closely with the Scottish livestock sector and 

Scottish Government to design, develop and deliver solutions to ensure robust and effective 

livestock traceability. Mr Yuill explained ScotEID’s key objectives, namely Accurate Fast 

Traceability for livestock which provides consumer protection, quality assurance and 

enhanced animal health & welfare; supports a competitive Industry which encompasses brand 

integrity, data intelligence, value creation and cost management. Ms Yuill concluded by 

presenting a video on ‘Demonstration of Cattle UHF EID at Dingwall Market.’ 

 

During discussion, Members were asked by Mr Yuill to use their influence to help NE Scotland 

pioneer the next generation of digital connectivity systems (5G) to enhance management 

efficiency through the use of intelligent rural sensor network technology within the livestock 

sector and to benefit rural communities. 

 

After consideration, the Chair thanked Mr Yuill for his informative presentation and thereafter, 

it was agreed to note the information provided in the presentation. 

 

Action point 1: Group to consider whether and how to help develop the next generation 

of digital connectivity in NE Scotland to accommodate intelligent sensor technology.  

 
7. UPDATE ON OPPORTUNITY NORTH EAST AND THE LOCAL DAIRY SECTOR 

BY PETER COOK – ONE 
 

As Mr Peter Cook was unavailable, the Chair invited Derek McDonald to provide a verbal 

update on the NE dairy situation and the project currently underway in support of the local 

dairy sector. It was reported that with assistance from SAOS, ONE and the council, local dairy 

farmers had founded NE Milk Producers Association to represent their interests and to create 

a vehicle for grant applications. The new association had raised funds from members based 

on their milk production levels and had appointed a specialist dairy consultant to carry out a 

detailed feasibility study and business case assessment of a potential dairy processing facility 

in North East Scotland. Derek McDonald advised that the association had been working on 

an application to the Food Processing Marketing and Cooperation (FPMC) grant scheme but 

had decided not to proceed with the application at this time. It was also reported that the 

association had engaged with local buyers of dairy products to determine potential markets 

and product requirements with a view to future supply contracts. Members were also advised 

that ONE will continue to lead on developing the business case to secure funding approval for 

the £20 million Agri-Food & Nutrition Hub for Innovation, a key innovation project within the 

£250 million Aberdeen City Region Deal – a partnership between Aberdeen City Council, 

Aberdeenshire Council and ONE and supported by funding from the UK and Scottish 

governments. Derek McDonald concluded by advising that a further update would follow at 

the next meeting of the Group.  
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The Chair thanked Mr McDonald. Thereafter, it was agreed to note the information provided 

in the update.  

 

Action point 2: Dairy Sector progress update to Members at next meeting. 

 
8. REPORT: RURAL FORUM PROPOSAL FOR NEXT MEETING  

 
There was circulated a report dated 3rd April, 2018 by the Director of Infrastructure Services, 

which invited Members to consider whether they wished a Rural Forum event to be arranged 

at the next scheduled meeting of the Group and whether Members would be willing to present 

an update for their sector. The report explained that one of the recommendations of the 2008 

study ‘Agriculture in Aberdeenshire’ had been for NESAAG to host a biennial ‘Rural Forum’ in 

which selected Members provide a brief synopsis of current issues affecting their sector. The 

format for each Forum typically comprises up to ten presentations, each lasting around ten 

minutes with a further five minutes for discussion, concluding with a summary by Peter Cook. 

The reported stated that previous ‘Fora’ have been held in July 2010, October 2012 and 

November 2014. There was no Forum event in 2016 due to the publication of the ‘Facing the 

Future’ report in March of that year. It was suggested that the 2018 Rural Forum could focus 

on some elements of the land-based economy which have not featured in previous events 

(e.g. egg production, fruit and vegetable production, farm retail and farm tourism).  

 

After consideration, it was agreed to host a Rural Forum Event at the next meeting of NESAAG 

in September.  

 

Action point 3: To organise Rural Forum at the next meeting of NESAAG.   

 
9. BULLETIN REPORT: REVIEW OF ‘FACING THE FUTURE’ RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
There had been circulated a report dated 5th April, 2018 Director of Infrastructure Services 

presenting the recommendations of ‘Facing the Future’ report which provided Members with 

a full analysis of the land-based sector in NE Scotland. The report explained that the study 

had been commissioned by NESAAG in autumn 2015 and that it had been delivered in March 

2016 by a team of led by Peter Cook, an independent agricultural economist at the time; now 

Director of Agriculture Food and Drink at Opportunity North East. Members were reminded 

that the study had been funded by Aberdeenshire, Angus and Moray Councils, Scottish 

Enterprise, HIE Moray and Forestry Commission Scotland and covered the local authority 

areas of Aberdeenshire, Angus and Moray from 2007 to 2014. Derek McDonald directed 

members’ attention to the report’s recommendations and to the progress update provided.  

 

Following discussion, it was agreed: 

 

(1) to note the content of the report along with appendices, and 

 

(2) to request an update on ONE activity in agriculture food & drink in the context of the 

Facing the Future recommendations at the next meeting of NESAAG.  

 

Action point 4: Update to be provided on ONE activity in agriculture food & drink in the 

context of the Facing the Future recommendations at the next meeting 
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10. BULLETIN REPORT: CATTLE BRISKET TAGS   

 
There had been circulated a report dated 5th April, 2018 by the Head of Economic 

Development, which provided Members with an update on Cattle Brisket Tags. The report 

explained that the use of brisket tags on cattle in the Aberdeenshire area was widespread, but 

that they were not an approved form of identification (on animal welfare grounds) and that 

farmers using such tags faced penalties when detected during official inspections. The Animal 

and Plant Health Agency (APHA) confirmed that the use of brisket tags was not permitted and 

advised against removing any tags already inserted to minimise pain and distress to cattle. 

There was therefore no way for farmers to avoid a non-compliance penalty once attached. 

 

A member of the Council’s Animal Health and Welfare team had contacted APHA and been 

advised that it would be guided by the advice of the British Veterinary Cattle Association 

(BCVA) on any proposed change to current advice. Council officers suggested to BCVA that 

brisket tag removal under veterinary supervision could be a way forward for the issue to be 

addressed without penalties being incurred. In January 2018 BCVA approved this approach. 

In February 2018 the Veterinary Lead for APHA in North Scotland was contacted to ensure 

she was aware of the amended BCVA advice and she advised that this matter had been 

discussed with the Scottish Government Veterinary Head of Animal Welfare and confirmed 

that she too was content that farmers could remove cattle identification tags from the brisket 

of cattle and relocate them in the ear without penalty, so long as veterinary advice was sought. 

NFUS had been advised of this outcome and was in the process of informing its members, 

including addressing the information gap by raising awareness among farmers that brisket 

tags are not permitted. 

 

After discussion, Members agreed to note the information provided in the report.    

 

11.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
With reference to the Minute of Meeting of the Group of 6th December, 2017 (Item 9), Derek 

McDonald provided an update on the potential enlargement of the Group’s membership. 

Members were reminded that the original suggestion was that MPs, MSPs and MEPs could 

be offered full membership at the Group – as applies for NE Scotland Fisheries Development 

Partnership (NESFDP). Following advice from the council’s Legal Team, Derek McDonald 

explained that the process of widening the membership would require a 2-step approval 

process, namely approval by the current NESAAG members and thereafter, a report to the 

Infrastructure Services Committee (ISC) seeking approval for constitutional change to the 

NESAAG membership. Members were also informed that if the Group was content for 

representatives of MPs, MSPs and MEPs to attend meetings purely as "observers", there 

would be no requirement for ISC approval. A key point was that NESAAG meetings are usually 

held on a Wednesday, when MPs, MSPs and MEPs are not generally available; if NESAAG 

members wished them to attend, NESAAG meetings would require to be held instead on a 

Friday. Members were not in favour of this. 

 

After discussion, it was agreed: 

 

(1) to allow MPs, MSPs and MEPs attendance at NESAAG meetings in an ‘observer 

capacity’, 
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(2) to send out calendar invitations to political representatives, and 

 
(3) to provide political representatives with a copy of the agenda papers for the next 

meeting. 

 

Action point 5: To make arrangements for the attendance of MPs, MSPs and MEPs or 

their representatives at the next NESAAG meeting.  

 

Action point 6: Presentations to be posted on NESAAG webpage and members to be 

advised accordingly. 

 

12.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was agreed that the next meeting of the North East Scotland Agriculture Advisory Group 
would take place on Wednesday, 19th September, 2018 in Woodhill House, Aberdeen, in the 
form of a Rural Forum.  
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