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REPORT TO SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE – 14 NOVEMBER, 2018 
 
RESOURCES AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY COMMITMENT  
 
1 Recommendations 
 
 The Committee is recommended to: 
 

1.1 Consider and provide feedback on the draft Resources and 
Circular Economy Commitment (Appendix 1); and 
 

1.2 Instruct the Head of Economic Development and Protective 
Services to develop the Commitment further, reflecting feedback 
provided with additional support from Procurement service and to 
bring forth a Policy at the next Sustainability Committee meeting 
on 27 February, 2019. 
 

2 Background / Discussion 
 
2.1 Scotland is pursuing a transition to a society and economy where we 

consume and waste far fewer resources.  This is being supported by 
Scotland’s Zero Waste Plan and Circular Economy Strategy which aim to 
facilitate a revolution in the way products are designed, used, reused, repaired 
and recycled. 

 
2.2 Aberdeenshire Council has already committed to reducing its consumption of 

resources 'in support of circular economy principles and zerowaste', within its 
Environmental and Climate Change Policy.  The Council also recognises that 
there are many additional benefits in conjunction with reduced environmental 
impact and carbon emissions including improved financial and operational 
performance, setting an example for the community, stimulating a regional 
transition to a circular economy and inspiring the opportunity for creativity and 
innovation. 

 
2.3 Development of an internal framework is currently underway to provide 

principles, expectations, guidance and support to all staff and services on how 
resources could be better managed across the Council.  Anticipated date for 
first draft is 27 February, 2019 Sustainability Committee.  

 
2.4 The Commitment (Appendix 1) has been developed to demonstrate the ways 

in which the Council can work towards improving the way it thinks about, 
purchases and manages physical resources.  In addition, the commitment is 
supporting the Circular North East project which is being undertaken by Zero 
Waste Scotland and the Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of Commerce.  
The project has been working on a scan of the North East region identifying 
Circular Economy opportunities for businesses.   

 
2.5 Furthermore, the commitment is supporting the current global concerns 

relating to single use plastic and inefficient use of finite resources. 
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http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/waste-and-pollution/Waste-1/wastestrategy
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/02/1761/downloads
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/environment/environmental-policy/


 
 

 

 
2.6 The Head of Finance and Monitoring Officer within Business Services have 

been consulted in the preparation of this and their comments are incorporated 
within the report and are satisfied that the report complies with the Scheme of 
Governance and relevant legislation.  Commercial and Procurement Shared 
Services have also been consulted and will be involved in any further 
development. 

 
3 Scheme of Governance 
 
3.1 The Committee is able to consider and take a decision on this item in terms of 

Section S paragraph 1.1 (a) of the List of Committee Powers in Part 2A of the 
Scheme of Governance as it relates to monitoring the Council’s work in 
respect of sustainable development and climate change. 

 
4 Implications and Risk 
 
4.1 An Equality Impact Assessment has not been undertaken at this time as we 

are awaiting feedback from Committee on how to progress.  An Equality 
Impact Assessment will be undertaken alongside the future development of 
the commitment/policy.  

 
4.2 There are no direct staffing or financial implications arising from this report. 
 
4.3 The following Risks have been identified as relevant to this matter on a 

Corporate Level – Risk ID ACORP010 as it relates to Environmental 
challenges within the Corporate Risk Register.  The following Risks have 
been identified as relevant to this matter on a Strategic Level – Risk ID 
ISSR004 as it relates to Climate Change in the Directorate Strategic Risk 
Register. 

 
4.4 A Town Centre Impact Assessment has not been undertaken at this time as 

we are awaiting feedback from Committee on how to progress.  A Town 
Centre Impact Assessment will be undertaken alongside the future 
development of the commitment/policy. 

 
 
Stephen Archer 
Director of Infrastructure Services 
 
Report prepared by: Claudia Cowie, Team Leader Sustainability & Climate Change 
31 October 2018 
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1 Scottish Government, 2016.  Making Things Last: A Circular Economy Strategy for Scotland. 

From mountain to sea

Resources and Circular Economy 

Commitment  
Scotland is currently pursuing a transition to a ‘circular economy’ 1.  This is a revolution in the way 

products are designed, used, reused, repaired and recycled.   It means that, through innovative new 

processes and standards, products and materials are kept in high value use for as long as possible.  

This transition to a society and economy in which fewer resources are consumed and wasted will 

benefit our environment, economy and communities. 

 

Aberdeenshire Council, building on its commitments in its Environmental and Climate Change Policy, 

recognises that it has a duty to support and lead in the transition to a circular economy both locally 

and nationally.  The Council will therefore strive towards greater sustainability and responsibility in the 

way it considers, purchases and manages physical resources, innovating and collaborating in support 

of a more circular economy. 

 

To meet this commitment we will: 

 

• Promote, effect and support circular economy principles and practice internally and in our 

external areas of influence. 

• Develop an internal Resources and Circular Economy Framework to give principles, 

expectations and guidance to all staff and Services. 

 
Smarter purchasing 
 

• Promote circular purchasing options, such as sharing, reuse, leasing and purchasing of items 

that have been designed, manufactured or sourced with circular economy principles in mind. 

• Support suppliers with circular economy principles, including circular design, reuse and repair, 

and the reduction of unnecessary use of resources. 

• Avoid, where possible, the purchase of items which do not contribute to a more circular 

economy and do not represent a responsible use of resources, such as some single or limited 

use items. 

 
Better resource management 
 

• Establish reuse systems and processes that facilitate the efficient and effective internal sharing 

and reuse of all manner of council physical resources. 

• Develop external links and arrangements, including with the third sector and community 

groups, to ensure that resources not needed within the council go to the most productive use 

possible, with disposal (recycling, landfill or burning) being the last resort. 

 
Responsible disposal 
 

• Ensure that appropriate recycling infrastructure and guidance is provided across council 

premises, covering all reasonably practicable materials, and that staff comply with recycling 

procedures. 
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https://beta.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/publication/2016/02/making-things-last-circular-economy-strategy-scotland/documents/00494471-pdf/00494471-pdf/govscot:document/
https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/circular-economy/design
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